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Louis had watched, and received regular accounts of
the proceedings in England; his admiration of Becket
for his lofty churchmanship and daring opposition to
Henry was at its height, scarcely disguised. He had
already in secret offered to receive Becket, not as a
fugitive, but as the sharer in his kingdom. The ambas-
sadors appeared before Louis and presented a letter
urging the King of France not to admit within his
dominions the traitor Thomas, late Archbishop of Can-
terbury. " Late Archbishop! and who has presumed to
depose him ? I am a king, like my brother of 1^^
England; I should not dare to depose the France-
meanest of my clergy. Is this the King's gratitude for-
the services of his Chancellor, to banish him from France,.,
as he has done from England ? "r Louis wrote a strong,
letter to the Pope, recommending to his favour the cause-
of Becket as his own.

The ambassadors passed onward to Sens, where resided,
the Pope Alexander III., himself an exile, and Ambassador*.
opposing his spiritual power to the highest AtSens-
temporal authority, that of the Emperor and his sub--
servient Antipope.    Alexander was in a position of
extraordinary difficulty: on the ono side were gratitude-
to King Henry for his firm support, and the fear of
estranging so powerful a sovereign, on whose unrivalled
wealth he reckoned as the main strength of his cause;
on the other, the dread of offending the King of France,
also his faithful partisan, in whose dominions he was a
refugee, and the duty, the interest, the strong inclination
to maintain every privilege of the hierarchy*   To Henry
Alexander almost owed his pontificate.   His first and
most faithful adherents had been Theobald the primate,

* Giles, iv. 253; Bouquet, p, 217.